MILITARY   REVOLT   OF   COMMUNIST   PARTY

In Levante, the prudence and cleverness of General
Menendez avoided a rising which if it had come about
would have had very serious consequences, because as I
have previously said, three of the Army Corps which made
up that great unit, were under Communist influences.
The only thing that happened was the advance of a few
tanks against Valencia, and that was easily checked.

Right up to the moment in which the zone was
surrendered to the Nationalists, there was a possibility of
risings in Extremadura and Levante, where Communist
leaders remained hidden, and continued to give advice
and orders which, fortunately, were not listened to or
obeyed by anybody.

Comments were made at the time, and are still being
made, about the opportunity taken for the coup (fetal.
There is a very general opinion that it was done too late.
Nothing could be further from the truth and I feel sure
that for our success we have to thank the fact that we
seized the opportune moment.

The slogan of Resistance kept up by Dr. Negrin,
produced a state of unrest amongst the civil population, an
unrest which began to trouble me very seriously. On the
other hand, representatives of political parties and
syndicates, and commanders who were under me (except
for a few who owed allegiance to the Communist Party)
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